
 

Debra White Smith is an ordained elder in the Church of the Nazarene and is also 

an author, speaker, pastor and professor. With over a million books in print, 

Debra is the best-selling author of Christian non-fiction and fiction and has con-

tracted 60 books for publication in the major Christian book industry. Debra holds 

two graduate degrees--an M.A. and Ed.S.--and is a Ph.D. candidate at North-

west Nazarene University. Debra serves on the District Advisory Board and Board 

of Ministry for the North/East Texas District Church of the Nazarene. Her published 

non-fiction books include topics on marriage, spiritual enrichment, friendship, 

dealing with life's pain, and becoming a woman of godly influence. Her best-

selling book with Dr. Stan Toler, THE HARDER I LAUGH, THE DEEPER I HURT has been 

used in counseling and small group studies. Her book, ROMANCING YOUR HUS-

BAND, was a finalist in the internationally recognized Gold Medallion Book Award 

and is also used in marriage counseling. Debra, and her husband, Daniel, have 

been married 35 years. They serve as co-pastors of Palestine Church of the Naza-

rene. Debra's son, Brett, and daughter, Brooke, are both seniors at Southern Naz-

arene University. Debra is a big fan of cream cheese and vows she would eat  

dog chow if it had cream cheese on it.  

 

Donna Kyzer-Rice has been a public school educator for 37 years.   She is pres-

ently a school principal for the Atlanta Independent School District in Atlanta, 

Texas.   

She graduated from Southern Nazarene University with a Bachelor’s Degree in 

Speech Communication/Theatre Arts.   She holds a Master’s Degree in Educa-

tion from East Texas State University and a Master’s Degree in Public School Ad-

ministration from Texas A&M University with certifications as a school principal 

and school superintendent.  She plans to enter the doctoral program at North-

west Nazarene University in Nampa, Idaho.   She travels around the country 

speaking about her experiences as a preacher’s kid, wife, mother, teacher and 

friend.   

She has been nominated as a Disney Teacher of the Year. She has also been 

honored as Atlanta, Texas’ Favorite Teacher.  In 2011, she received the Educator 

of the Year Award from the Greater Atlanta Chamber of Commerce.  In 2013, 

she was named by the Texas Education Agency as Project Director of the Year 

for After School programming in the state of Texas.  She has served as a director 

on the Chamber of Commerce Executive Board in Atlanta and also as the Presi-

dent of the Chamber of Commerce.   Donna also serves on the Board of Trustees 

at Southern Nazarene University in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.     

Donna is an avid running enthusiast and loves spending time at home with her 

family.  She also loves kicking back with her girlfriends and sharing stories along 

with a piece of bread pudding.  She also loves a good Saturday of shopping at 

America’s favorite thrift store….Good Will!   

She and her husband of 36 years have one son, Connor. He is a graduate of 

Southern Nazarene University.  In September of 2013, Donna and Phil adopted a 

17-year old daughter, Camryn.  She is presently a junior at Southern Nazarene 
University.  
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